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* Water Quality
Monitoring

(ngoing  and  properhy-conducbed
monitoring of waler qualty & one ol
the Bel wirys 10 delerming the Reath
of our rivers and sireams. R can ditect
trends in waler quality, both good and
tad, and hedp identity arias of concem
That otherwise may be overiooked
Monitorieg can measee dissolved |
corppen bevels, amount of suspended
solds, lempembre, pH, nuirents,
trbidity and bacteria. Moniioring is
conduched in the Pack River Wasershed
depending on the awailakelity of
Turding and manpover
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What is the cause of :

Murky, green colored water? This is most Bkely due o an
EW T, .M]:EE are mecriopes planls Tal are nalural
Components ol rivers. Whan Wﬂm&'ﬁ‘ﬂ;ﬂl.{l’é P of
algae will culgrow the ofters 2nd Decoee o sbundsnl thal the
waler bésciemes murky of green colored. This is generally nal
GALEE Jof COnGEm

Yellow-green dust? Polen from fess and shiubs ususaly
aCoumiiates on the river suriace in earky summer and can ook
ke aigaa. Evenhually T pollen wall sink from sigiTl and usualy
has Kt effect on water quality

Fosen? Foam of “s0ap suds”™ on the surlaca ofF akang the shore
wsually ooowrs from @ nartural process and 5 Qenerally nol
pollusion from lamdry debengents. Fosm i crealed when waler
s he surtace of & rive containg ratural organic compounds
and & Sen miosd with aF by wind and corments. Lage
quantities of foam may be found on windwand shones or bays
Unless foam s acoomganied by a noticeable perome: smell, i
s mast Iy nasural and no Gause for concem

Green coblon candy-like clouds Sioating in shallow waler?
T i & By ol akge COMMON if Some riverg Thad iy Jppear
after hisy rumoll in thie spring oF Sxliawing a lang, hol spell in
the summer i does mol abways indicale a waler quality
prbliarm. However, conteniralions ol ths type of algae ooly in
spedilic areas may indicale a local pollution source Sach a8 a
contaminaled siream of tuling seplic systemis). B a river
el Thiss bypee o akgte aroind its enline shoreline, @ may be
the first indicaSion of & river-wide phosphons problem.

Oty sheens? Thin cily sheens on the river srlace can be
caused naturally by baciena andfor The decay of ppanic matier
il ey also be cassed from peirolesm poducls ke o and
gcsoling. I you ses sizeable thick oy sheers Thall do nol appear
1o be nalural, repon hem i the kiahs Depl. ol Emdnanmenial
(ezabity &1 [208) TE-1422.




